Proposition for the Eurel conference « governance and religion in Europe » 2016
Religions and European policies regarding ecology and climate 
The COP 21 summit, in the Bourget, France, 2015, has been a remarkable occasion to highlight the role new actors aimed at playing on the political scene in France, but as well on a broader scale in Europe and ultimately in the world, in the debates and decisions relating to ecology and climate issues: religious traditions. Religions have recently (re)gained an unexpected visibility and credibility in the public spaces and debates of modern societies of Europe, and allege to play a prescriptive and even proscriptive role in the new legal and social norms of ecological practices. These religious-based or religious-inspired actions are supposed to have influenced certain public policies and legal frame in the UE. But how these intentions or expressive wills of religions can be transformed in effective actions and moreover, to what extent religious ideas and institutions really impact the ecological policies and norms in the UE? This paper aims at questioning the actual influence of religions on the UE governance in ecological matters.  The study is based on the corpus of legal texts produced by the UE on ecology, as well as the textual and hypertextual materials by which are expressed today’s positions of religions in Europe (Christianity, Islam, Judaism and Buddhism, mainly) regarding ecology. I will analyze the sources of authority of religious discourses on the basis of this textual study and interviews with the representatives of the four above-cited religions who have taken part in the debate in France, and in Europe. Assuming that this paper’s purpose is to evaluate the potential participation of religions in the governance of Europe, on the very circumscribed topic of ecology, though, it could possibly be presented, if selected, in panels 3 or 4 of the conference. 
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